
Drawing 
RECEPTION  YEAR 1 YEAR 2  
Develop good control of a range of 
drawing tools.  
 
Begin to explore a variety of drawing 
materials. 
 
Explore mark making skills using lines, 
curves and shapes use these to represent 
objects. 
 
Begin to show some understanding of 
basic observation.  
 
 

Explore and develop mark making skills using a 
variety of drawing materials.  
 

Explore and develop observational drawing skills. 

Understand what texture means. Use lines and 

marks while drawing to create different textures, 

e.g. wood, brick, tiles. 

 

Draw objects from observation, memory and 
imagination.  
 
Explore and know how to create light and 
dark tones using a variety of drawing 
materials. 
 
Continue to develop applying pattern and 
texture in drawing and using it for a purpose.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



PAINTING 
RECEPTION  YEAR 1  YEAR 2  

Develop good paintbrush control 
 
Use paint to create recognisable simple 
representations. 
 
Explore colour mixing techniques. 
 
Know how to select colour for a purpose.  
 

Understand what a primary colour is 
(colours that can’t be made by mixing 
other colours). 
 

Name and recognise primary colours and 

experiment with mixing them to discover 

secondary colours. 

Know what warm and cool colours are. 

Use and experiment with a wider range of 

paints for different purposes (e.g. 

watercolour for background washes).  
 

 

Revisit colour mixing and understand 
relationships of primary and secondary 
colours. 
 
Explore how to make colours lighter and 
darker. (tints and shades) 
 
 

 



PRINTMAKING 

RECEPTION  YEAR 1  YEAR 2  

Explore printing with a variety of materials 
experimenting with design, colour, pattern, shape 
and texture. 
 
 
 
 

Explore simple printmaking techniques such 
as rolling, pressing, stamping and rubbing 
using a variety of materials.  
 
Use printing to create compositions.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore polystyrene printing and simple 
mono printing techniques. 
 
Use printing to create pattern.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 



3D 

RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 

Explore stamping, cutting and printing into 
modelling materials such as clay and 
plasticine and begin to create basic shapes.  
  
 
 

Shape and model materials for a purpose 
from observation and imagination. 
 
Explore different ways of joining materials to 
form sculpture.  
 
Use clay for a purpose and create patterns 
and texture in it.   
 
 

 
 
 

Design and create sculpture using a range of 
media. 
 
Use different ways of joining materials to 
form a sculpture. 
 
Know how to mould, form shape, bond and 
smooth Clay to create a 3D form.  
 
 

 



 

 

COLLAGE 
Reception  Year 1  Year 2  
Select and explore a variety of materials, 
experimenting with colour, design and 
texture. 
 
Explain the process they have used.  
 

Explore colour, shape and composition.  
 
Select and use appropriate materials to make 
an image and give reasons for their choices.  
 
 
 
 

Continue to select and use appropriate 
materials to create textures and design and 
give reasons for their choices.  
 
Use collage with other disciplines such as 
drawing, printmaking and making.  
 
 

 
 



 


